for 100 days of Summer membership

off any 2 weeks of Summer camp

off any Summer parties held
during the 100 days of Summer

Find out more about NEST and our weatherproof
alternatives for family entertainment, education
and adventure this Summer of 2016!

1301 Locust St. Philadelphia PA 19107 | 215.545.6378. | nestcentercity.com
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amazoncom.

If you order things on
AMAZON, go first to:

smile.amazon.com

Enter
FITLER SQUARE
as your charity and
Amazon will send
a percentage of
your total purchase
to Fitler Square
Improvement
Association

THANK YOU!!

¥ Become a fan of
Friends of Fitler Square

P.O. Box 30067
Philadelphia, PA 19103
www.fitlersquare.org

Newsletter

FITLER SQUARE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC.

FRIDAY 10-6 ¢
SATURDAY 10-4

We need your help!

If you love gardens and flowers and
have a few hours to spare, the Flower
Booth at the Fitler Square Fair could
use your help. We need volunteers to
help us sell the flowers and herbs that
we stock to our community. A “shift”
of as little as two hours would be a
great help. You do not need to know
about gardening. The Fair is 10am to
6pm on Friday and 10am to 4pm on
Saturday. If you can, please email Lynn
Schwartz at lynnw46@comcast.net.

Do you like to bake?
We are looking for donations for
our popular Bake booth. Feel free to
bake your favorite goodies and drop
them off at the Bake booth both
Friday and Saturday mornings.

Schedule of events

Friday
1-3pm STAR Band

4 - 4:30pm The Phila School
a cappella singers

Saturday

9:30am -

12:30pm  City Lights Band

12:30pm  Performance by
Phila Dance
Academy

3:00pm Silent auction closes
and Raffle winners
picked

2 - 4:00pm DJ Patty Pat

Booths:

Books, Plants and flowers,
Children’s gently used clothes
and toys, White elephant,
Food and Baked goods and
Children’s games.*

Antique vendors surround the
Square selling all sorts of valu-
ables, keepsakes and surprises.

*moon bounce on Saturday 10am-2pm




The mission of FSIA

is to preserve, protect
and beautify Fitler
Square and we work
in partnership with
Philadelphia
Department of Parks
and Recreation.
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Message from our President
Dear Friends and Neighbors:

The transition from winter to spring brings a lot of changes to our park; the leaves
are turning green, the sun is shining bright, and people are spending more time
outside, one of the reasons green spaces like Fitler Square are so important in our
City. Philadelphia actually has over 100 Friends of parks groups of varying capacity,
like FSIA, that work in close relationship with Philadelphia Parks and Recreation to
create community spaces at the neighborhood level, with more groups tending to
new green spaces in their neighborhoods every day. (Please read my article about the
Triangle at Grays Ferry, or what | have come to learn is actually Catharine Thorn Park).

Because the creation of Fitler Square Improvement Association predates the
creation of the actual Friends groups by Philadelphia Parks and Recreation,

we have retained our name, but FSIA is recognized as the Friends of Fitler Square
and our group represents Fitler Square at various park stewardship meetings and
forums presented by PPR.

The City parks vary in so many ways, including, of course, size and location,

with many large parks in disadvantaged neighborhoods, and | am in awe of the
local Friends groups that are tackling the daunting tasks of maintaining community
gardens and rec centers while struggling with drug dealers and vandalism.

We at FSIA realize how lucky we are to have generous neighbors who support our
Square through membership dues and the annual Spring Fair, and we do not ask
for City funding that we believe is needed in less fortunate areas, but we also
need your help maintaining Fitler Square in other ways. Please try to reduce your
carbon footprint while using the park; take all trash including food items with you:
we do not have daily trash pickup. Please do not use the two containers for
household trash. This creates a serious rodent problem that affects all of us.

Dogs are permitted on walkways only. These little things can make a big difference.

Under Mayor Kenney, our present Administration realizes how important green
spaces are to our City and has proposed $56 million in the budget to repay part
of a $300 million proposed bond for rebuilding parks, recreation centers, and
libraries, more than any Administration in the past, dependent on the soda tax
being passed into law. With so much attention being paid to parks and recreation,
this is an exciting time for our green spaces in Philadelphia.

Once again, thank you for your support,

Regards,
Judy Romano Zimering
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You spoke.
We listened.

You told us that you like Tria Fitler Square,
but that you love the Cafes.

Love is better than like.

To celebrate Tria Fitler Square’s first
anniversary, we're switching to the full
Tria Cafe menu. All of your Tria favorites,
panini and all, great for anytime.

And we know you love our Fitler Square
weekend brunch so we're keeping that.
The customer is always right. Right?

TRIA

CAFE

est 2004

RITTENHOUSE SQUARE 18TH & SANSOM
WASH WEST 12TH & SPRUCE
FITLER SQUARE 23RD & PINE

Biography of Edwin H. Fitler

Edwin Henry Fitler (Dec. 2, 1825 - May 31, 1896),

was born in Philadelphia, Pa., the son of William and
Elizabeth (Wonderly) Fitler. His father was a prosperous
leather merchant and tanner. Since his parents were in
easy circumstances, young Fitler received an excellent
academic education.

Planning to adopt the law as a profession, he
entered the office of Charles E. Lex, a prominent lawyer
of Philadelphia, but after four years of legal study he
decided that his natural tastes were for mechanical
pursuits. Accordingly, he abandoned law for a more
congenial occupation, and obtaining a position in the
cordage house of his brother-in-law, George J. Weaver,
began to lay the foundation of his life-work.

Two years later, at the age of twenty-three, he was
admitted to partnership in the firm, known first as
George J. Weaver & Company and later as Weaver,
Fitler & Company (Philadelphia Cordage Works). Under
his management labor-saving machinery was intro-
duced, much of it being of his own invention. These
inventions were not patented but were freely offered
to the trade and many were adopted by other cordage
manufacturers. By 1870 he had purchased the interests
of most of his other partners and the firm name was
changed to Edwin H. Fitler & Company. At the time of
his death, the factory, situated in the Bridesburg section
of Philadelphia, was one of the largest cordage works
in the United States.

Fitler was one of the most successful and best-
known business men of his time. He was noted for his
keen perceptions and the rapidity and correctness of his
decisions. His position in the trade is attested by the
fact that he was repeatedly elected president of the
American Cordage Manufacturers Association. His
relations with his employees were of the most cordial
character. It is said that he never had labor troubles in
his plant. He was intensely patriotic and at the outbreak
of the Civil War threw the whole weight of his influ-
ence into the Union cause, and personally outfitted a
company from among his employees. He took an active
part in the work of projecting and organizing the
Centennial Exposition and in 1875-76 was a member
of its board of finance. He was also one of the
founders of the Philadelphia Art Club.

Until 1887 he successfully avoided public office, but
in that year was prevailed upon to run for mayor of the
City of Philadelphia and was elected by nearly 30,000
majority. He was the first mayor under the new city

charter and during his adminis-
tration many reforms were insti-
tuted and many improvements
were made in all branches of
the city government. Rigidly
adhering to his own ideas and
his own policies regardless of
political or other pressure, he
won the confidence of the
whole community. At the Republican National
Convention held at Chicago in 1888 he received the
vote of the entire Philadelphia delegation, also of sever-
al delegates from other parts of Pennsylvania and a few
from other states, as their choice for president of the
United States. After his retirement from the mayoralty
in 1891 he again devoted himself to his business. He
was a director of the National Bank of the Northern
Liberties and served as both vice-president and presi-
dent of the Union League. He died, after a long illness,
at his country estate near Philadelphia. His wife, whom
he married in 1850, was Josephine R. Baker.

[from THE DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY, edited
by Allen Johnson and Dumas Malone, Charles Scribner's
Sons, New York, 1931 Volume 3, Part 2, pages 431 - 432]

Philadelphia Dance Academy
Summer Dance Programs
JUNE 13 - AUG 19

ENROLL ONLINE

Creative
Movement
Adult Ballet
Half & Full Day
Programs

Intermediate
Intensives
4-Week
Advanced
Intensive
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Thank you to all of our Fitler Square Improvement Association Members and Friends!

Square ($1000 or more)

Tom Callan and Martin McNamara
Paul and Cecie Dry

Kevin Kleinschmidt

Amelia Riley

Fountain ($500 - $999)
American Board of Internal Medicine
Ken and Sue Frank

David and Donna Gerson
Thomas Gilmore and S. Walker
Marcia Henisz

Judith Kastenberg

Todd Lane

Michele Langer and Alan Cohen
Chris and Natalie Nagele

Patrick Norton

Philadelphia Federal Credit Union
Kristen Phillips and Matt Schreck
Eric and Judy Zimering

Bear ($300 - $499)

Lou Cissone

Lynn Collins

James F. Kenkelen

John Lane

Lenore Millhollen

Emily Riley

Truist

Judy Tschirgi and Stephen Hoch

Ram ($200 - $299)

Marlene and Joe Blume

Louis Bradford

Edwin and Sophie Bronstein
William Burdick

Owen Carton and Erin Dotts
Thomas and Ann Degnan
Thomas and Loretta Dewaele
Tom and Nancy Eshelman
Michael Fitts and Renee Sobel
Derek Freres

Gemina Gianino and Hoopes Wampler
Wendy and Richard Glazer

Tom & Ruth Ann Hughes
Elizabeth Johnston

Michael and Meeta Prasad Kerlin
Christopher Kohles

George Malcomson

Arthur and Kathy Miller

William Morlok

Matthew Nelson

Neil Oxman

Bruce Pearson

Peter Rittenhouse

Franklyn and Cintra Rodgers
Gene Rudolph and John Soncini
Edward Shay

John Tondera

llana Trachtman and Jonathan Friedan
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John and Carol Winkler
Christopher Zearfoss

Turtle ($100 - $199)

Stanford and Cecile Back

Eric Berger and Melissa Lerman
Nadine and James Biles

Robert and Fern Billet

Ulrich Boeckheler and Kai Chi
Virginia Brown

Lance Brusilow and Samantha Lowe
Margaret and Ken Carlin

Andrew Chirls

Phillip Cohen and Anne Hall

David and Nancy Colman

Amanda Cooperman

Donna Cosgrove

Allen / Greg Davis

Philip Debaun and Christina Bergqvist
Michael Demeis and Bernadette Ryan
Jeffery and Ruth Ann Dubb

Andrew Epstein and Colleen Barry
Kathleen Federico

Mark and Sally Frazza

Monica Fread

Sandra Friedman

Joel and Becca Frisch

Victoria Goffredo

Harold Goodman

Brent Groce and Donna Cordner
Lora Hemphill

Chris and Pat Henningsen

Marnie Henretig

Paul Hirshorn

Richard and Susan Huffman

Steve Huntington

Dominique Izbicki

Babette Josephs

Audrey Kamrin

Elvan and Linda Katz

Robin Kohles and Sam Garst

John and Jenifer Kohlhas

Evelyn and Larry Krain

Stephen Liebhaber and Nancy Cooke
Jay and Stella Ludwig

Patricia Malay

Bill and Lorrie McKenna

Chris McTiernan

Jeff and Ginny Minehart

Lyle and Terry Murley

Fred and Priscilla Murphy

Virginia Nalencz

Eleanor and Peter Nalle

Jane Nathanson and Andrew Newman
Cathy Nino

Kathleen Noonan

Margaux Pelegrin

Marianne and Barry Promos

Alan Razak

Melissa Resnick and Geoffrey Schwartz

Hannah Ryan

Robin Salaman

Mathew Sandler

Gus and Theresa Sandstrom
Courtney Schreiber and Zack Meisel
Lynn Schwartz

Leslie Serchuck and Lynnae Schwartz
Liz Shapiro

Thomas Sharbaugh

Brian Sherman and Sandy Lau

Jon Smollen and Leah Kaplan

Jim and Nancy Steele

Jeremy Tobacman and Jean Golbraith
Shirley Trauger

Trinity Play Group

Andrea Wapner and Andrew Lerner
Lisa Weinberger and Eric Cantor
Ronald and Patricia Weingrad

Judy Wicks

Marsha S Wolf

Tracy Yeomans and Gerald Kuncio
Holly Zug

Family ($50 - $99)

Bacchus Market and Catering

Ginny and Gene Beier

Perry Benson Jr

Merrill and Lloyd Brotman

Martin and Rita Brown

Sandra Cadwalader

Bruno and Donatella Calabretta
Joseph and Elena Cappella

Gayle Chesley

Kristen Coscia

Paul Cramer and Anthony Christe
William and Toni Culleton

Robert and Kristin Davidson

David De Long

Matt Distasio

Daniel Drecksage and Leslie Sudock
Kevin Duffy and Elizabeth Knighton
Kevin Dunleavy

Stewart Eisenberg & Sally Eisenberg
Joseph Evancich and Linda Gattinella
John Fischer

William Fisher and Ken George
Eben Flaster

Dodi Fordham and Sam Howe

Sara and Dieter Forster

Terry Gillen

Frank Gould and Janet Weinstein
George Gould

Suki and Steve Giriffin

Nydia Han, Dennis Reilly, & Sabine Han Reilly

Lee and Tony Junker

Suki Kazahaya

Cecily Kihn

Patricia Kimmelman

Douglas Knauer

Geoffrey Latta and Janice Bellace

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Fran and Ned Levi

Daniel Levinthal

Mr. and Mrs Richard Levy
Michael Linders and Colleen Kennedy
Rachele Loffer

John Paul MacDuffie and Jane Abrams
Richard Maimon and Susan Segal
Steven Maisel and Linda Berger
Mary Mammarella

Brett Mandel and Laura Weinbaum
Denise and Tom McKeon

Royce Medlock

Mahmoud and Afaf Meleis

Mark Nolan

Maria Obropta

Judith Parker

Marissa Parker

A. Peter Prinsen

John Raines

Mark and Kate Randall

Alice and John Randolph
Theodore Reed

Keith Robinson

Harriet and Bernard Rothman
Ellen Ryan

Inga Saffron

Erica Salvi

Alan Sandals

Jane Scaccetti

Adam and Debbie Schneider

Drs. Joan and Irving Shapiro
Carrie and Stephen Sherretta
Maggie Soboleski

Ronald Sokol

Shelby Stamm

George Scott Stewart Il
Cecil Striker

Ms Neville Strumpf
Steven Stumpf

Monroe Szporn

Michi and Carol Tashjian
Mark Thompson

David and Maria Traub
Michael Uftring

Marvin and Leila Verman
Sam and Taube Weinberg
Mark and Missie Willie
Theodore and Grace Wohlsen
Julie Wolman

Individual ($35 - $49)

All That Jazz

Michael Amabile

Richard Atkins

Alva Barozzi

Joseph and Yvonne Bobrowicz
Robert Bosco

Stephen Cantor

Martine Chauvet

Nancy Coleman

Barbara Cooke

Casey and Michael DeBaecke
Thomas C Delorenzo

Sharon Dietrich

Suzanne Eagleson

Christine Golcher

Carol Ann Harris

Elizabeth Henningsen

Dr. Morton Herskowitz

A. Clinton Hewes, M.D.

Your membership dollars go a long way...

Ricki Lou Hildebrand

Paul Hoyer and Helen Leibowitz
Rosalie Jacobs

Katheen Keogh

Beth Knies

Klaus Krippendorff and Margaret Thorell
Ryan MacDonald

Louise Maehara

Donald Martin

Frank Matero

Russell Maulitz

Karl Miller and Roberta Tarbell
Sogol Mostoufi Moab
Alexander Nemeth & Julie Nemeth
Clare Pelino

Meredith Ray

Suzanne Reichwein

Harvey and Mary Sacks
Sandra Shuman

Steve Slaterbeck

Rheta R Smith

Jonathan and Judy Stein
Richard Stokes

Richard and Jeanne Tanfield
Hal Tarr

Stephen Tessino

Gloria Tori

Elaine Weiss

Dennis Winters

Caroline Wischmann

Lily Yeh

Suzanne and Steve Zapf
Barbie Zelizer

As you know, the Fitler Square Improvement e Contracting for path and square cleaning year-round

Association preserves, protects, and beautifies

and snow removal in the winter.

Fitler Square, leading all efforts for major improvements e Improving our irrigation system, conducting a major

to and continual maintenance of Fitler Square.

overhaul in 2013 costing close to $10,000.

A few of our accomplishments over the past several e Replacing all of the Square benches in 2014 with
years funded by your donations include: funds directed by Councilman Kenyatta Johnson.
e Transforming the central fountain to recirculate e Transforming the Square lighting and reducing

water. Now instead of consuming a million gallons

electrical costs by upgrading to be 100% LED.

of water per year, the fountain requires only e Renovating the central fountain plantings in 2015
to enhance the Square’s central feature.

a few thousand.

e Restoring fencing surrounding the Square in 2013

at a cost of close to $20,000.

e Overhauling the East and West Gardens, purchasing
many new plants and contracting on an ongoing
basis to maintain these community gems.

e Holding our many children and family events,
including our Easter egg hunt, Christmas Tree
Lighting, Halloween event and Spring Fair.

e |nvesting thousands of dollars into our urban forest,

planting and caring for trees.

e |mproving the brick and block pathways.

Your support now will enable us to continue our

programs and improvements in 2016. This year,

we will improve the irrigation system, take care of
the trees and gardens, improve our lawns, hold events
and much more.

We hope you will join us to ensure that the vision of
an improved and maintained Fitler Square continues
to be realized well into the future. It only takes one
person to make a difference in Fitler Square. It is our

hope that you will be that person by making a tax

www.fitlersquare.org

deductible contribution today.
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

You can trust my knowledge, experience and resources to help you Buy, Sell or Rent a home
while exceeding your expectations. Ask me about our Worldwide Relocation Services!

Please contact me for a complimentary home valuation at 215-732-2073 or at
lora@lorahemphill.com and visit my website at www.lorahemphill.com.

| look forward to being of service!

Lora H’

Far)

Lora Hemphill \WHS

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices
Fox & Roach, REALTORS

www.lorahemphill.com

Your Fitler Square Real Estate Expert
FSIA Board Member

“Lora handled the sale of our property
in Fitler Square last April.
Throughout the different phases of the
sale she proved herself to be a

wonderful professional. We valued her
counsel and knowledge of the market.
We recommend her most highly.”

Recently Sold/Rented in Fitler Square

2212 Lombard 625S 26"
626 S Bambrey 628 S 26"

600 S 24" #406
2609 Naudain
2507 Naudain

2014 Pine 222 S Bonsall C

2419 Pine 2412 Lombard
2421 Pine 411 S Taney
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Board Members Profile:
Phil Frank and CIiff Eyler

It's almost impossible to talk about Phil Frank or Cliff
Eyler separately, as they have been partners for over
30 years, having met while both were volunteering at
Giovanni’'s Room, the country’s oldest LGBT bookstore.
Longtime residents of Center City, Cliff moved here to
attend Temple Grad School in 1979, and Phil had
arrived in 1973 after graduating from Carnegie Mellon.
They have been residents of the Fitler Square neigh-
borhood since moving to Pemberton Street in 1989.
Before then, they had been volunteers and/or worked
at the Youth Hostel at historic Chamounix Mansion in
Fairmount Park and had lived in one of the neighboring
residences, enjoying the beautiful surroundings.
Moving to Center City, Phil missed the ability to
garden, so he began to volunteer in the gardens at
Fitler Square, pruning and planting, and of course,
Cliff began to help as well. Not long after, then-FSIA
president Connie Williams tapped Phil and Cliff to help
at the annual Spring Fair. They started volunteering
at the Fair, working in the many different booths,

One of our Neighboring Parks:

helping where needed and bringing a fresh approach
to some of the antiquated customs engrained in the
long-running fair.

Of course, it was inevitable they were asked to join
the Board of Fitler Square, Phil in 1992, and Cliff in
1993. With most of the then-Board not well versed
in computer technology, Phil convinced them to start
a database for our membership, and he gathered
20 years of information to start our first database.
Shortly thereafter, Phil and Cliff began to write and

(Continued on page 1)1

Catharine Thorn Park at the Grays Ferry Triangle 3

On a sunny afternoon or lovely evening it's not unusual
to see many of our neighbors sitting in the triangular
section of 23rd and South, also known as Catharine
Thorn Park. This charming area was named after the
woman who bequeathed the funds to the PSPCA for
the granite fountain located there, originally meant for
horses and dogs. It has become one more outside
space to enjoy in our area; and if SOSNA (South of
South Neighborhood Association) and SouthxSchuylkill
(a joint committee of neighboring organizations) have
their way, the triangular spaces that line Grays Ferry
Avenue southward will be improved as well.

| contacted Jim Campbell, who along with many
other volunteers, was at its inception, somewhat stalled
by their diverted efforts to redesign and build a more
pedestrian and bike friendly South Street Bridge in
2012. The SouthxSchuylkill committee enlisted a Penn
Design Studio to study the impact of what the new
and improved bridge would mean in our neighborhood
and its surroundings. One of the investments projected
in the study was improvements of the Triangles.

As Jim put it, “change never comes without some

concerns,”
but as the
process slowly
built support
with a vision for
what could be a
“village center”,
and with the support of Councilman Kenyatta Johnson,
Steve Cobb his legislative assistant, plus the business
community and local leaders, a temporary reuse of
the main Triangle at South and 23rd was able to be
conceived and permitted on a trial basis.

Jim says because it has been so successful,
the Triangles committee is looking for ways to get
funding to make the improvements to the main
Triangle permanent and properly maintained, as well as
looking for ways to improve the safety and appearance
of the other Triangles that march down Grays Ferry.
Fortunately, there are many in the neighborhood who
see great value in continuing the improvements of all
the Triangles so we expect that there will be continued
successes as the years also go by.

www.fitlersquare.org SPRING ‘16
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Committed to the Community

OUR NEIGHBORS
YOUR REAL ESTATE EXPERTS

KATE & KATHLEEN RESIDE IN

RITTENHOUSE/FITLER SQUARE
FOR A COMBINED 100 YEARS
AND HAVE BEEN IN THE REAL

ESTATE PROFESSION FOR
OVER 40 YEARS.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO
ASSISTING YOU WITH ALL OF
YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

KATE FEDERICO
KATHLEEN FEDERICO

COLDWELL
BANKER &

PREFERRED

1401 WALNUT STREET
8TH FLOOR
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19102

OFFICE: 215.546.2700 X1079
DIRECT: 267.238.1059
CELL: 215.840.0049

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker

Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

www.fitlersquare.org

Meet DJ Patt-Pat...

Patty-Pat Kozlowski is the Director of Parks Stewardship
at Philadelphia Parks & Recreation and has been
deemed the “Commissioner of Fun & Games” by
Managing Director Michael DiBerardinis and
Commissioner Kathryn Ott Lovell.

But Parks & Recreation wasn’t her starting point in
public service. She began working as a constituent serv-
ice representative and media aide to State
Representative Marie Lederer who covered the
Philadelphia riverwards of Fishtown, Port Richmond and
Bridesburg. From there, she was hired by the late City
Councilwoman Joan Krajewski and worked in City Hall
for 10 years doing constituent service and community
engagement for residents in Northeast Philadelphia.
When Krajewski retired, Patty-Pat became an Assistant
Managing Director at Parks & Recreation.

Assigned to work in Parks Stewardship and collabo-
rate with the Park Friends Group citywide, Patty-Pat
said she hit the jackpot working with Ed Fagan, Barbara
McCabe and the Park Stewardship Team. In 2015, she
became the Director of Park Stewardship and oversees
111 (and still growing) Park Friends Groups.

Born and raised in Port Richmond, PP attended St.
George R.C. School and headed to the Philadelphia

(Continued from page 9)

set the annual newsletter, another invaluable asset to
the Association. They also continued to work at the Fair
every year, and in 2008 took over the complex task of
renting the spaces on the park periphery to private ven-
dors during the Fair, a profitable asset to our fundraiser.

Obviously, volunteering comes second nature to
both Cliff and Phil, and in 2009 they also joined the
Board of the fledgling Julian Abele Park at 22nd and
Carpenter, where their experience and enthusiasm were
sorely needed. It was at their encouragement that Fitler
Square finally acquiesced to the now-popular Farmers’
Market, and they want to establish a Farmers’ Market
at Julian Abele as well.

When asked what their favorite time of year in
Fitler Square is, Phil says he prefers this time of year,
where the trees have not yet bloomed but spring is in
the air and the neighborhood has a pastel look to it.
Cliff prefers the fall, when the leaves begin to change
and the returning college students bring new energy to
the neighborhood.

High School for the Creative & Performing Arts (CAPA)
where she majored in Creative Writing. She studied
journalism and broadcasting at Arcadia University and
the Art Institute of Philadelphia.

Right out of college, she began writing for the com-
munity newspaper The Star, which covered the river-
wards of Philadelphia. She has won several awards
from the Keystone Newspaper Guild for her editorial
writing and can also be found on the Op/Ed pages of
the Philadelphia Daily News.

She’s been DJ-ing for over a decade and has played
such venues as Spruce Street Harbor, The Oval, The
Philadelphia Flower Show, Philadelphia Mummers
Parade, LOVE Park, Taney Dragons Championship
Parade, Penn’s Landing River Rink and provides music
and dancing for park events all across the City of
Philadelphia.

So how did she get the name, Patty-Pat? She was a
stand up comedian who was doing open mic nights
and the MC of the shows could never pronounce her
Polish last name. “One night he stuttered my first name
in fear of the last name and called me Patty-Pat.” The
name stuck and helped her in her comedy, writing and
DJ career.

They both cite the convenient location, easy
transportation, the many green spaces, and the nice
mix of commercial and long-time residential buildings
as being their reasons to live in Fitler Square. As their
neighbors, we are most fortunate for that and they are
indeed an inspiration to us for the commitment to
their community.

Event Permit Notice!

Please be aware that if you plan
to host an event in any city park in
Philadelphia, including Fitler Square,
you will need a permit.
Please contact the City
to obtain that permit. Thank you!
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