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WHAT’S GOING ON WITH OUR FOUNTAIN? .

ur Fitler Square fountain is getting its long

O overdue makeover. After two years of
discussions, contractors, wish lists,

and more discussions, the renovation is in progress.

Our initial goal was to refurbish and paint the
fountain black, in keeping with its original concept of
mirroring a Victorian pocket park in France. Ever since
the fountain was originally installed in 1976, it has been
the focal point of the Square, but like most fountains
in the City at that time, the water was not recycled,
merely running out of the fountain and into the river.
We estimated we were wasting almost 1.5 million
gallons of potable water per season, enough water to fill
15 Department of Recreation public swimming pools!

So the initial task then became a “green project”
that we set out to accomplish with full reconstruction.
Under the stewardship of Board member Jim Kenkelen,
with the help of our Grounds chair Pat Henningsen,

a contractor was secured and the work began.

A concrete vault needed to be constructed to hold the
recycling pump, chlorinator, filter and timer, with
installation of several water supply lines. We also
wanted to complete the aesthetic aspects of the project,

and besides painting, Belgian block is to be adhered to
the concrete pedestal and basin with matching coping.
The costs sky-rocketed to $35,000.

The work began June 27th, but apparently supplies
were slow arriving. We are hoping to have most of
the work completed by our Halloween event on
October 23rd. When it is completed, the fountain will
go from using 1.5 million gallons of potable water a
year to 200 gallons!

We thank the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society for
a $7,000 grant to jumpstart this daunting project, but
our funds are dwindling. We also need to maintain the
Square monthly. Fitler Square Improvement Association
does not depend on the City or Department of
Recreation for ANY FINANCIAL support, as we
believe those funds are needed in less fortunate areas
of the City. We need our neighbors’ help. Through your
membership dues, and any extra donation you would
like to ear-mark for this project, we hope to pay for this
project AND maintain Fitler Square with the loving care
it deserves. Please renew or join FSIA. A membership
form is on this newsletter. All donations specified to be
used for this project will be spent accordingly.
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Our Mission:

The mission of

the Fitler Square
Improvement
Association is

to presetve,

protect and beautify
Fitler Square.

We work in a
public-private
partnership with
Fairmount Park.

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Dear Friends and Neighbors:

This has certainly been a year of ups and downs at Fitler Square. Our tribulations of sponsoring
outdoor events began last October, when our first attempt to partner with the Rosenbach Museum
for a Halloween event in conjunction with their Dracula Festival was rained out. In December,
for our Holiday Tree Lighting, we huddled under tents for protection from the wind and icy rain.

In March, we had to once again utilize the “rain date” for our Easter Egg Hunt.

The Board was disappointed but never gave up, and finally, the weather gods smiled down on
Fitler Square with two beautiful days and, with the help of our neighbors, the 49th Annual Spring Fair
raised a record-breaking $9,300 for the park.

Our record proceeds could not have come at a better time. We have had to replace trees, dig up
sections of the grass and brick, and most importantly, have FINALLY begun the fountain renovation.
With the installation of a recycling pump, our fountain will be one of the few in the City that actually
does not waste water, so besides being beautiful, it will be efficient. We are very proud and excited to
have undertaken this task. The final cost of the project will be $35,000. We were fortunate to receive a
87,000 grant from PHS, but the remainder lies with FSIA.

Your membership dues are more important than ever. If you would like to earmark a special dona-
tion toward the fountain, we will see that it is used for this project.

In closing, on an extremely positive note, Fitler Square won Ist place in the PHS Community
Gardens contest in the mid-size Community Parks category, re-enforcing once again the uniqueness

and beauty of our “Philadelphia gem.”

Warmest regards,
Judy

We are looking to update our website. Anyone interested in volunteering their time
to design and maintain our website, please email Judy at judyro1957@aim.com.
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OUR NEIGHBORS
YOUR REAL ESTATE EXPERTS

KATE & KATHLEEN RESIDE IN RITTENHOUSE/FITLER
SQUARE FOR A COMBINED 100 YEARS AND
HAVE BEEN IN THE REAL ESTATE

PROFESSION FOR 40 YEARS IN TOTAL.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO ASSISTING YOU WITH

ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

COLDWELL
BANKER &

PREFERRED

1401 WALNUT STREET
8TH FLOOR
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19102

OFFICE: 215.546.2700 X1079
DIRECT: 267.238.1059
CELL: 215.840.0049

”@M Dovrtners ”

REALTOR®
CENTER CITY BORN & RAISED
BOARD/CCRA VICE PRESIDENT
CO-CHAIRS CCRA ANNUAL HOUSE TOUR
RIT/FIT TOWN WATCH
GLOBAL RELOCATION SERVICES

COLDWELL BANKER PREVIEWS PROPERTY SPECIALIST

RIVER TO RIVER * TOWNHOUSE ¢« CONDO
CO-OP  NEW CONSTRUCTION




Setting Philadelphia’s new standard
in urban waterfront living.

- 24/7 concierge to greet you

- 12’ ceilings and window walls in each unit

- State-of-the-art fitness center

- Unparalleled views of the Philadelphia Skyline and
Schuylkill River

- Schuylkill River Path and Park just outside your door

OPEN HOUSE DAILY
Located at 25th and Locust Sts.

www.LocustonthePark.com




SAVE THE DATE!!
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23

Please join the FITLER SQUARE IMPROVEMENT
ASSOCIATION and THE ROSENBACH MUSEUM and
LOCUST ON THE PARK for a day of Halloween fun
(get some extra wear out of your Halloween costume!).

THE FUN BEGINS AT 1PM
Locust on the Park apartments invite all their neigh-

bors to a good old-fashioned barbeque on their porch
at 25th and Locust Streets. There will also be pumpkins for the kiddies to decorate.
(This is a rain or shine event).

PUMPKIN HUNT AT 3PM SHARP!!

Everyone is then invited to Fitler Square’s annual
Pumpkin Hunt for ages 18 months to 7 years.
Remember to bring a bag or basket to pick up the
pumpkins and don’t be late! Rain date is Sunday,
October 31 at 3pm.

THE FUN CONTINUES in Filter Square with musical
entertainment, crafts and face painting sponsored by The Rosenbach Museum.

There will be mask making and “not-so-spooky” music and story telling.

(In the event of rain, Rosenbach will host this at their museum - 2008 Delancey Place).

SPECIAL PRIZE RAFFLE

Fitler Square will be raffling off a special prize, but you
must be a member to enter. Membership applications
will be available at our Membership table.

FUN FOR ADULTS, TOO!

The Rosenbach Museum will host a Dracula “DIY”
(Do-It-Yourself) evening of crafting fun with Candy
DePew, owner of the StudioSchool for Decorative Art

and staff from local crafting stores Loop and Spool beginning at 5 pm, at the museum,
2008 Delancey Place.
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FSIA MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Square Improvement Association, please fill out the

If you would like to become a member of the Fitler
form below. The organization has two primary sources

of funds: revenue from the Spring Fair and membership dues.

The membership underwrites the cost of major park
improvements and takes an active role in the planting and
preservation activities needed to improve its appearance.
Association funds provide for professional care for the trees
and grass areas, planting of seasonal flowers, replacing
shrubs, installation and care of a sprinkler system, general
maintenance, custodial supervision, an annual Christmas
tree lighting ceremony with gifts for neighborhood children,
and an Easter Egg Hunt. Visit our website at
www.FitlerSquare.org to learn more.

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:

Individual membership...........ccoovevievieieieiiieieieeeeee $25
Family membership..........ccceovevieiieiieieieieieeeeeeee e $35
Business/Sponsor membership..........cccoeevevvieeenieeeennene. $50
Patron membership...........ccoovevvevieierieieieieieeeeeeee s $100
Benefactor membership..........ccocevieiiiiiniiiicceee, $500

We thank you very much in advance for becoming a member
of the Fitler Square Improvement Association!!

The Fitler Square Improvement Association is a 501-c3
non-profit organization. All membership fees and donations,
including those made in-kind, are tax-deductible.

MEMBER INFORMATION

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

EMAIL:

(Help us stay in touch with you - our email notices keep you informed of events and campaigns)

Enclosed is $

Renewal

New member

General donation

PLEASE HELP US HELP YOUR PARK!

I WANT TO HELP WITH UPCOMING EVENTS (SPRING FAIR, ETC)

I WANT TO HELP WITH MAINTENANCE (PLANTING, TRIMMING, ETC)

WHAT I MOST ENJOY ABOUT THE SQUARE IS:

WHAT WOULD MAKE THE SQUARE MORE ENJOYABLE TO ME IS:

(Business members contributing at the BUSINESS level or above
are featured on the Fitler Square website)

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND SEND IT WITH YOUR CHECK TO:
FITLER SQUARE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC.
400 SOUTH CROSKEY STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19146
www.fitlersquare.org
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PHOTOS FROM THE 2010 FITLER SQUARE SPRING FAIR...
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